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“OUR LEAGUE MATCHES IN SEPTEMBER ACHIEVED OUR HOPE 
AND EXPECTATIONS”

CHAIRMAN’S
NOTES



Welcome to Newlands for what seems 
to be our first match in the autumn, the 
weather has definitely changed this week 
and summer is certainly transitioning into 
winter with a more rugby feel in the air 
rather than a cricket feel. 

After such a long layoff, our extended 
preseason went pretty much has hoped 
for with two wins and a draw, but more 
importantly players are starting to 
understand what the coaches actually 
wanted. Our league matches in September 
achieved our hope and expectations, 
with 4 wins from 4 and two bonus points. 
One game we were probably a bit lucky 
to sneak a win, the other where we failed 
to get the bonus point, we lost the ball 
over the line at least three times and were 
perhaps a little careless with a number of 
other opportunities. The other two wins 
were relatively comfortable with bonus 
points secured before half time. 
 
Today we welcome Winscombe to 
Newlands also unbeaten like ourselves but 
one place higher in the league curtsey of 
one more bonus point than ourselves. So, 
two unbeaten teams, who both apparently 
like to play attractive open rugby so this 
afternoon should be a cracker!!

Welcome to your committee, supporters 
and friends and families, we hope you 
enjoy the visit and a few drinks as we all 
get back to competitive action. 

Our United travel to Westbury on Severn 
for a Gloucester 2 league match following 
a few issues last week. A bit of ground to 
make up as we are currently on -5 points. 
We are only a few weeks into the season, 
but it is already extremely busy at the 

club, last week was crowded, this week 
seems busier, we had a large day time 
event on Monday, Wednesday schools 
rugby in the evening, Friday a Celebration 
for the life for Mike Crisp and St Edwards 
playing an evening rugby match, all in 
addition to the normal training schedule 
and meetings. Today we have a men’s 
league game and we are also hosting 
Bredon Star for their Glos 2 league 
game as their pitches are still not ready 
following a major drainage project. 

Tomorrow is the usual M&Y morning with 
5 fixtures as well as training, and our 
Women’s 2nd team in the afternoon v 
Drybrook. All happening alongside every 
day activities, breakfasts and lunches.

Today’s referee is Guy Morris 
(Gloucestershire Society) Welcome to 
Newlands and as ever we look forward to 
an open and fast game. Good luck, enjoy 
the afternoon.

Enjoy your rugby, 

Stephen Ratcliffe



MIKE CRISP

1975-2021

MINI & JUNIORS 1986-91, COLTS 1991-94, 1ST XV 1995-98, 
COACH 1ST XV 2004-05, UTD XV MANAGER 2005-06

CLUBMAN OF THE YEAR 2018/19
CREATED CLUB WEBSITE 2000



Former Cheltenham rugby player Mike 
Crisp has died after a five-year battle 
with Motor Neurone Disease. The 
outside centre was diagnosed with 
the illness in October 2016 and died 
at the age of 46 in the early hours of 
September 8th.

His wife Rebecca said he lived his final 
years “with determination and grit”. She 
said: “The fight Mike has so admirably 
fought is now over. I knew this day 
would come but didn’t expect it so soon. 
Crispo filled these last five years with 
determination and grit to live a full, fun 
life and continued giving the banter to 
you all.” She added: “Keep talking about 
him lads, keep sharing the stories and 
we all know that whenever the name 
Mike Crisp is mentioned it will bring the 
biggest smile to our faces.”

Mike was born in George Town in 
the Cayman Islands. He moved to 
Winchcombe as a child where he was 
educated locally until going to the 
University of West London. Mikes rugby 
career saw him come all the way through 
the ranks at Cheltenham RFC from the 
mini and juniors to an integral part of the 
first XV. He received Gloucestershire and 
Southwest honours at Colts and Under 
21 level, and was seen famously scoring 
a drop goal at the county colts final held 
at Twickenham against Yorkshire in 
1994.

Mike joined Worcester in 1998, playing 
Championship rugby before a move 
to Walsall RFC and then Reading RFC 
before re-joining Cheltenham in 2003. 
He will be fondly remembered as being 
part of the Cheltenham squad that 

played Harlequins in the 1996 Pilkington 
Cup at the Twickenham Stoop. He 
played outside-half alongside life-long 
friend Matt Mudway, the two youngest 
members of the squad.

After his diagnosis of the life limiting 
condition he set about fundraising 
for the national MND Association 
nationally and the Gloucestershire 
MND Association. Mike wrote a 
blog throughout his illness where he 
documented how the disease was 
impacting his wife’s and his son’s lives 
by raising awareness of the disease. 

Each year Mike would organise a 
golf tournament which was held at 
Brickhampton Golf Club. The most 
recent fundraiser golf day was held on 
September 3 when 31 teams took to 
the course and for Mike it was an event 
where he saw a gathering of his close 
family and friends and all helped raise 
money to fund research into finding a 
cure for MND. During his five-year battle 
with the illness, he raised over £60,000.

Mike was known for his infectious 
smile and his love of all sport. He was 
a courageous man who was a true 
inspiration and had admiration from 
many with the spirit and resolve he had 
shown since his diagnosis.
A celebration of his life was held on 
Friday October 1st 2021 at  Newlands, 
the home of Cheltenham Rugby Club.
 
Mike leaves behind his beloved wife 
Becky and five-year-old son Freddie 
and most importantly a legacy shared in 
hundreds of messages that have been 
received from across the world.



WHEN CHELTENHAM RUGBY CLUB ACQUIRED 
A THREE YEAR LEASE ON NEWLANDS PARK IN 
2004 FROM SMITHS INDUSTRIES (NOW 
GE AVIATION) THERE WAS AN ANNUAL SPORTS 
FOOTFALL OF AROUND 5000, WITH TWO SPORTS 
BEING PLAYED, FOOTBALL AND RUGBY. 

WE NOW HAVE AN ANNUAL FOOTFALL OF 
OVER 40,000, WITH OVER TEN SPORTS BEING 
PLAYED.

40,000 
FOOTFALL  
NEWLANDS 
PARK.



REASONS FOR THE RISE
Apart from an increase in the number of rugby and football teams, we have 
attracted players involved in the following sports due to the facilities 
on offer:

• 02 Touch Rugby in the Summer and National Touch Summer League
• Korfball: Come and join in
• Brazilian Jui Jitsu, Wrestling, Judo and Boxing
• Ladies Netball
• Walking Football
• School Athletics, Inter School Cross Country, Under 8’s football
• Tournaments

We welcome and support the Aston Project and Young Gloucestershire, who 
are working with vulnerable young people and with learning difficulties, by 
offering them our facilities.

Our Women’s Rugby Section raised over £2000 for Alzheimer’s Society.

The Club gave a donation of £1500 to Motor Neuron Disease in support of 
an ex-players son’s Trust Fund.

We host British Legion, Rotary Club’s and RDA meetings. 

Our progress in the formation of the Newlands Park Sports Hub has been 
achieved with thanks to our sponsors for providing funds to improve our 
facilities.

David Evans  
Funding and Grant Manager

Club Mirror Award winner ‘Charity Club of the Year’ 2018

CHARITY USAGE AND SUPPORT



JACK PETELO

Forwards coach Will Crane is doing a great 
job, our line outs and scum are looking 
stronger than ever.
With Defence coach Craig Ballinger the 
results show for themselves, not many trys 
scored against us so far!
Tigers, “attacking shape” is looking good, 
thanks to the hard work of Rob Jones 
and Tom Hudson our Back and Attacking 
Coaches.
All this is thanks to the great support from 
our Team manager Nick Ralph and Guy 
Dixon.
A Positive start with positive attitudes!

We’ve had fantastic start to the season. 
Our coaches and players have pulled 
together after lockdown and are making a 
strong comeback.

It’s been so enjoyable to see our coaching 
programme coming together. The players 
have been very receptive, executing our 
plans so well.

Us coaches have got the team match 
ready and fighting fit. I’m excited to 
continue to see the team go from strength 
to strength.

MEN’S HEAD
COACH

JACK PETELO



MENS FIRST 15
CHELTENHAM TIGERS RFC WINCOMBE
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Andrew Robertson

Arron Pooley (C)

Ryan Bradnam

Jack Petelo

 Ellis Hill

Ben Oliver

 Craig Ballinger

Tyler Malcolm

Remy Thomson

 Curtis Neal

Tom Jones

Harry Foote

Dan Spencer Tonks

Flinn Roberts

Naps Koro

Simon Thompson

James McCormack

Adam Scrase

Harry Mcfarling

Aled Corcoran

Tom Hawkins

Oscar Browne

Ewan Griffith

Jonny Lane

Jim Merryfield

George Frappell

Sam Dearsley

Leon Counsell

Sam White

Greg Humphry

SUBS SUBS
Jardel Cooper

Andrew Walker

Joe Mann

Richard Priddice

Will Thomas

Owen Howell



LEAGUE TABLE

RESULTS
SATURDAY 25th SEPTEMBER

SATURDAY 18th SEPTEMBER

Barton Hill

Cheltenham

Cheltenham

Avonmouth Old Boys

15 - 22

80 - 15

MENS 1ST XV 

MENS 1ST XV 



UPCOMING FIXTURES

MENS 1ST XV 

Click here to see more Mens 1st XV fixtures

DATE EVENT VENUEE

9th October 2021 Cheltenham Tigers Men’s XV vs 
Cheltenham North Newlands Park

23rd October 2021 Chipping Sodbury vs 
Cheltenham Tigers Men’s XV Away

30th October 2021 Cheltenham Tigers Men’s XV vs Chosen Hill FP Newlands Park

6th November 2021 Cleve vs Cheltenham Tigers Men’s XV Away

WOMENS 1ST XV 

Click here to see more Womens 1st XV fixtures

DATE EVENT VENUEE

16th October 2021 Cheltenham Tigers Women’s XV vs Kenilworth Newlands Park

23rd October 2021 Cheltenham Tigers Women’s XV vs Loughborough Newlands Park

30th October 2021 Lichfield vs Cheltenham Tigers Women’s XV Away

20th November
Cheltenham Tigers Women’s XV vs 

Firwood W’Loo
Newlands Park

MENS UNITED

Click here to see more Mens 2nd XV fixtures

DATE EVENT VENUEE

9th October 2021 Cheltenham Tigers Men’s United vs 
Old Patesians II Newlands Park

16th October 2021 Worcester II vs Cheltenham Tigers Men’s United Away

23rd October 2021 Painswick vs Cheltenham Tigers Men’s United Away

30th October Cheltenham Tigers Men’s United vs Stroud II Newlands Park

https://cheltenhamtigers.co.uk/teams/mens-rugby/mens-fixtures/
https://cheltenhamtigers.co.uk/teams/womens-rugby/womens-fixtures/
https://cheltenhamtigers.co.uk/teams/mens-rugby/mens-fixtures/


MARKETING + SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

BRONZE
PACKAGE
£1,000

• 6 STAFF MEMBERSHIPS
• SPONSORS LUNCH TABLE
• CHRISTMAS LUNCH TABLE
• TWICKENHAM TICKET OPTIONS

Take up one of our pitch side advertising boards and 
you’ll be exposed to literally 1000’s eyes every day. 
Choose from a 1 to 3 year contract. If needed we 
can design the board for you to ensure your brand 
reecieves maximum impact.

PITCH SIDE
SPONSORSHIP
FROM: £300

By sponsoring a player you’re creating a mutal rela-
tionship with that player, one I’m sure the player is 
sincerely grateful for.

SPONSORSHIP COVERS:
• Membership for you and player
• Player Insurance

PLAYER 
SPONSORSHIP
£250

Whether sponsoring a match or just the match ball, 
we guarantee you’ll enjoy your day out at the rugby.

SPONSORSHIP COVERS:
• Programme mention
• Online media mention
• Lunch for you and up to 9 colleagues and you’ll be 
looked after throughout your day

MATCH DAY
SPONSORSHIP
FROM: £250



AGP PITCH SIDE
ADVERTISING BOARDS

PITCH SIDE BOARDS

RENTAL COSTS (EXCLUDING VAT)

ARTWORK SPECIFICATION

PRINT COSTS

Dimensions

• Print ready artwork supplied  in vector PDF
• All text converted to outlines
• Scale 1:1
• No bleed or crop marks

2m board - 200cm x 75cm 
4m board - 400cm x 75cm 6
m board - 600cm x 75cm

SITE

A N/A

N/A

£300 £600 £800

£800 £1000

£900£700B

C

2M 4M 6M

2M BOARD

4M BOARD

6M TRIPLE BOARD

£79.70 + VAT

£159.40 + VAT

£239.10 + VAT

C

C

AB



We are absolutely delighted to welcome the Bifoldshop to the Tiger Family – the last 
18 months have caused fear, uncertainty and anxiety endured by all. This three year 
partnership marks the return to rugby for us specifically ; it is also a huge positive step 
for community and sport locally. 

Bifoldshop have been offering high quality glazing to homeowners for over 20 years 
nationally and are excited about working with the Tigers in their ‘hometown’. Rugby 
being an all weather sport, makes the Bifoldshop perfect partners as they are 
specialists at bringing the indoors; outdoors. We see this partnership as a major step 
forward for the club and our links with the community in supporting positive local 
business and employment.

NEW
SPONSOR

https://www.bifoldshop.co.uk/
https://www.bifoldshop.co.uk/


TWICKENHAM, SATURDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 2021

ENGLAND V TONGA

• Return Coach Transfer from 
Newlands

• On-site coach parking at the 
Rosebine Coach Park (10 mins walk 
to the stadium)

• Full English Breakfast at Newlands 
before departure

Adults: £90.00
Under 15’s: £60.00
(all under 15’s must be accompanied by a 
parent or designated guardian)

Click Here to Book Your Tickets

THE TRIP INCLUDES TICKETS PRICED AT:

https://cheltenhamtigers.co.uk/product-category/Twickenham-Tickets/


Cheltenham Tigers RFC has gone from 
Strength to Strength.
We have big plans for 2021-22 and we can't do it without you. We're so proud 
that local businesses and members of the community have helped us grow to 
become the club we are today. If you are keen to be a part of our journey, why 
not become a sponsor? 

Email: sponsors@cheltenhamtigers.com
Call: 07541 997442

Photo by Guy Dixon

https://twitter.com/cheltenhamrugby
https://www.instagram.com/cheltenhamrugby/
https://www.facebook.com/cheltenhamrfc/

