
TIGERS
SATURDAY 09.10.21

DOG SHOW
2:00PM

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

CHELTENHAM TIGERS V 
CHELTENHAM NORTH 

KICK OFF 3:00PM

CHELTENHAM UNITED V 
OLD PATESIANS II 
KICK OFF 2:30PM
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CHAIRMAN’S
NOTES

“WELCOME TO YOUR COMMITTEES, SUPPORTERS, FRIENDS AND FAMILIES, 
WE HOPE YOU ENJOY THE VISIT”



Welcome to Newlands for what is 
being billed as the day of the local 
darbies. 

Welcome to Cheltenham North for 
our Seniors Western Counties North 
Match and also Old Patesians 2nds 
for the Gloucester 2 North encounter 
with our United, I believe the first 
time the three clubs have met for 
league fixtures on the same ground, 
perhaps a few beers to celebrate!!! 

Welcome to your committees, 
supporters, friends and families, we 
hope you enjoy the visit, a few drinks 
and our hospitality.

Cheltenham North beat Barton Hill 
last week, a team we struggled to 
get past the week before, so we 
are looking for a closely contested 
fixture, not sure if the distance 
travelled may affect “The North” as 
they settle into there new league with 
a couple of impressive victories. 

We sit second in the league but need 
to improve in a number of areas 
to reach our potential, a few more 
changes in the squad today due to 
injury but strength in depth with a 
now functioning United side bodes 
well for the future.

Old Patesians 2nds are unbeaten 
in Glos 2 North and sit top of the 
table, our United had a great win last 
week but the previous week a few 
technicalities prevented a side being 

fielded, so today should prove an 
interesting test and challenge. 

Today’s 1st team referee is George 
Berry (Gloucestershire Society) 
with the 2nd team game is being 
officiated by Bob Mc Crudden 
(Gloucestershire Society) Welcome 
to Newlands and as ever we look 
forward to an open and fast game. 
Good luck, enjoy the afternoon.

Enjoy your rugby, 

Stephen Ratcliffe



MIKE CRISP

1975-2021

MINI & JUNIORS 1986-91, COLTS 1991-94, 1ST XV 1995-98, 
COACH 1ST XV 2004-05, UTD XV MANAGER 2005-06

CLUBMAN OF THE YEAR 2018/19
CREATED CLUB WEBSITE 2000



Former Cheltenham rugby player Mike 
Crisp has died after a five-year battle 
with Motor Neurone Disease. The 
outside centre was diagnosed with 
the illness in October 2016 and died 
at the age of 46 in the early hours of 
September 8th.

His wife Rebecca said he lived his final 
years “with determination and grit”. She 
said: “The fight Mike has so admirably 
fought is now over. I knew this day 
would come but didn’t expect it so soon. 
Crispo filled these last five years with 
determination and grit to live a full, fun 
life and continued giving the banter to 
you all.” She added: “Keep talking about 
him lads, keep sharing the stories and 
we all know that whenever the name 
Mike Crisp is mentioned it will bring the 
biggest smile to our faces.”

Mike was born in George Town in 
the Cayman Islands. He moved to 
Winchcombe as a child where he was 
educated locally until going to the 
University of West London. Mikes rugby 
career saw him come all the way through 
the ranks at Cheltenham RFC from the 
mini and juniors to an integral part of the 
first XV. He received Gloucestershire and 
Southwest honours at Colts and Under 
21 level, and was seen famously scoring 
a drop goal at the county colts final held 
at Twickenham against Yorkshire in 
1994.

Mike joined Worcester in 1998, playing 
Championship rugby before a move 
to Walsall RFC and then Reading RFC 
before re-joining Cheltenham in 2003. 
He will be fondly remembered as being 
part of the Cheltenham squad that 

played Harlequins in the 1996 Pilkington 
Cup at the Twickenham Stoop. He 
played outside-half alongside life-long 
friend Matt Mudway, the two youngest 
members of the squad.

After his diagnosis of the life limiting 
condition he set about fundraising 
for the national MND Association 
nationally and the Gloucestershire 
MND Association. Mike wrote a 
blog throughout his illness where he 
documented how the disease was 
impacting his wife’s and his son’s lives 
by raising awareness of the disease. 

Each year Mike would organise a 
golf tournament which was held at 
Brickhampton Golf Club. The most 
recent fundraiser golf day was held on 
September 3 when 31 teams took to 
the course and for Mike it was an event 
where he saw a gathering of his close 
family and friends and all helped raise 
money to fund research into finding a 
cure for MND. During his five-year battle 
with the illness, he raised over £60,000.

Mike was known for his infectious 
smile and his love of all sport. He was 
a courageous man who was a true 
inspiration and had admiration from 
many with the spirit and resolve he had 
shown since his diagnosis.
A celebration of his life was held on 
Friday October 1st 2021 at  Newlands, 
the home of Cheltenham Rugby Club.
 
Mike leaves behind his beloved wife 
Becky and five-year-old son Freddie 
and most importantly a legacy shared in 
hundreds of messages that have been 
received from across the world.



WHEN CHELTENHAM RUGBY CLUB ACQUIRED 
A THREE YEAR LEASE ON NEWLANDS PARK IN 
2004 FROM SMITHS INDUSTRIES (NOW 
GE AVIATION) THERE WAS AN ANNUAL SPORTS 
FOOTFALL OF AROUND 5000, WITH TWO SPORTS 
BEING PLAYED, FOOTBALL AND RUGBY. 

WE NOW HAVE AN ANNUAL FOOTFALL OF 
OVER 40,000, WITH OVER TEN SPORTS BEING 
PLAYED.

40,000 
FOOTFALL  
NEWLANDS 
PARK.



REASONS FOR THE RISE
Apart from an increase in the number of rugby and football teams, we have 
attracted players involved in the following sports due to the facilities 
on offer:

• 02 Touch Rugby in the Summer and National Touch Summer League
• Korfball: Come and join in
• Brazilian Jui Jitsu, Wrestling, Judo and Boxing
• Ladies Netball
• Walking Football
• School Athletics, Inter School Cross Country, Under 8’s football
• Tournaments

We welcome and support the Aston Project and Young Gloucestershire, who 
are working with vulnerable young people and with learning difficulties, by 
offering them our facilities.

Our Women’s Rugby Section raised over £2000 for Alzheimer’s Society.

The Club gave a donation of £1500 to Motor Neuron Disease in support of 
an ex-players son’s Trust Fund.

We host British Legion, Rotary Club’s and RDA meetings. 

Our progress in the formation of the Newlands Park Sports Hub has been 
achieved with thanks to our sponsors for providing funds to improve our 
facilities.

David Evans  
Funding and Grant Manager

Club Mirror Award winner ‘Charity Club of the Year’ 2018

CHARITY USAGE AND SUPPORT



We want referees who have empathy for the 
game and for what the players are trying to do.  
We want good player and game management.  
We expect the ‘clear and obvious’ calls, we 
expect fairness and equity for both sides.  
We want the referee to apply what they call 
‘preventative calls’, e.g. ‘Red 7’ roll away’ (it 
usually is 7!!), so that the whistle is absent and 
we can have continuity.  However, that really is 
up to the players.  If that’s what they want, they 
should have it.  If they want to bicker, squabble 
and fight, then expect a different reaction from 
the referee.  

In referee folklore, the principles are ‘SELL’ 
(Safety, Enjoyment, Learning and Law).  Safety 
first, second and last.  World Rugby realize this 
as well and this explains many recent changes 
in Law, for example in the tackle where, for 
some spectators, the ‘seat belt tackle’ causes 
frustration.  But, we must protect the head 
at all costs.  Parents will not let their children 
play a sport that appears to be inherently, 
and unnecessarily, dangerous. Most injuries 
occur in the tackle. The second principle is 
Enjoyment.  Referees should create a playing 
environment that players can enjoy.  But the 
ref is entitled to that as well! With Enjoyment 
we should also expect Equity, in treatment of 
players and application of Law.  We often refer 
to this as ‘Consistency’.  If that player action is 
worthy of a penalty in the third minute that’s 
true of the same incident in the 78th minute.  

However, not all actions are identical, nor are 
their consequences the same.  We have to 
allow refs to use their discretion, we do not 
want decision by formula.  We put much store 
by ‘Materiality’.  What is the consequence 
of that action?  Did it affect play?  Lastly, we 
should expect referees to constantly Learn.  In 
Gloucester and District Referees Society (www.
gladrefs.co.uk) we say, ‘If you are not learning, 
you’re dead!’  We also expect them to know 
their Law.

The best referees are those we don’t notice!

So, what can the referee expect of players and 
spectators?  Respect has to be earned, it is not 
automatic.  However, players and spectators 
need to appreciate the demands and 

Today, thirty players will take to the field for 
this game and they will be accompanied by one 
referee, a fellow human being (despite many 
accusations to the contrary).   So, what can we 
expect of him/her and what can s/he expect of 
us?

A VIEW 
FROM THE 
ORPHANAGE

“IN REFEREE FOLKLORE, THE 
PRINCIPLES ARE ‘SELL’ (SAFETY, 
ENJOYMENT, LEARNING AND LAW).”



challenges of refereeing. They have to be fit 
enough to be up with play and apply, sensibly, 
a complex set of Laws.  A professional player 
on a referee course recently, having refereed, 
commented on how many things there are to 
be watching for all the time.  Refereeing is a 
physically and mentally challenging job where 
thousands of decisions have to be made in 
a game.  That’s the appeal and attraction of 
it. If referees have to create a safe playing 
environment that players can enjoy, they are 
entitled to some enjoyment as well.  

There is always someone on the touch-line 
with inane, ill-informed comments.  Spectators 
should think twice before they open their 
mouths to shout abuse at him; know your 
RFU ‘Core Values’! (Teamwork, Respect, 
Enjoyment, Discipline and Sportmanship, see 
www.englandrugby.com).   We expect referees 
to be selectively deaf and to have a thick 
skin, but there is a limit to what is acceptable.  
Recent research shows that 50% of those 

new referees who give up in the first eighteen 
months do so for ‘abuse’ reasons.  No ref, no 
game!  Referees should expect to engage in a 
sensible discussion after the game with players, 
coaches and spectators.  But this needs to 
be done in the right manner.  Referees need 
feedback.  They can then decide if it’s worth 
having or not!  But if they don’t get it, or seek it, 
they can’t decide what to do with it.

Referees do it for the enjoyment, to keep in 
the game, to keep fit and to do as good a job 
as they can.  Help them to achieve these aims.  
Even better, why not try it? (www.gladrefs.
co.uk)

Enjoy the game and the refereeing,

Geoff Cove, 

Vice Chairman, Glos & District Referees’ 
Society.

When John Woodward passed away his brother donated two tankards to the club. 
We have put them to good use and named them “The Refs Pot”.
So now after the Cheltenham Rugby home games the referee gets a drink in a pewter tankard 
and the memory of WOODY lives



CHELTENHAM TIGERS 
TEAM MANAGER

We are all really excited for today’s 
local derby. We’ve had a fantastic start 
to our season and managed to remain 
unbeaten thus far. Training has gone 
very well this week and there are lots 
of positives going in to the game. We 
have gone for a very strong pack today 
and we hope that will serve us well 
throughout the game.
 
Last weeks match against Winscombe 
was a real character test for our boys, 
we took a while to warm up and adapt 
to their style of play, but we got there 
in the end. 
Most clubs appear to be suffering with 
injuries at the moment and we are no 
different. It’s hardly surprising having 
been without rugby for so long. We are 
very lucky here at Tigers as we have 
a fantastic physio and S&C team in 
place to help aid with our niggles and 
recovery.   

It’s going to be a very long season and 
we are lucky that our senior section 
numbers are growing by the week. 
There is a real buzz around the place 
at the moment and the boys are really 
starting to gel both on and off the field! 
We have the u10s cheering us on 
today and we will be trying our best 
to get the ‘W’ for them and all of the 
other members of the tiger family! 

We are trying to create a culture where 
by the juniors look up to us and the 
former players are proud of what we 
are trying to achieve. 

Nick Ralph
Team manager 

NICK 
RALPH



MENS FIRST 15
CHELTENHAM TIGERS RFC CHELTENHAM NORTH
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16

17

18

Andrew Robertson

Arron Pooley (C)

Ryan Bradnam

Ellis Hill

Callum Oliver

Ben Oliver

 Craig Ballinger

Tyler Malcolm

 Curtis Neal

Dan Spencer Tonks

Flynn Roberts

Harry Foote

Charlie Birch

Jardel Cooper

Kieran Cox

Sadly no team sheet 

provided by the opposition.

SUBS
Joe Mann

Jack Petelo

Dan Roberts



MENS SECOND 15
CHELTENHAM UNITED OLD PATS II

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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Ethan Wringe

TJ Slender

Max Gallagher

Chris Screen

Ollie Etheridge

Will Clement

Will Dixon

Kai Blankley

Julian Tafireyi

Joe Warner

Paul Dodsworth

Jake Leonard

Alipate

Matt Barr

Andrew Walker

Elliot Good

Jack Daubeney

Callum Pirie

Ben Fidler

Nathan Burtwell

Billy Harris

Jack Harvey

Fraser Goggin

Jack Donaldson

Marcus Raymond

Pete Woodall

Alex Muchaly

Tom Ryder Jones (C)

Joseph McDean

Tom Amos

SUBS SUBS
Rhys Hudspeth

Matt Taylor

Owain Gaylard

Joe Dike

Chris Mooney

Matthew Parker



RESULTS

SATURDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER

Cheltenham Avonmouth OB’s

SATURDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER

SATURDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER

Spartans

Cheltenham

Cheltenham

Old Bristolians

10 - 45

23 - 20

SATURDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER

Barton Hill Cheltenham15 - 22

SATURDAY 2ND OCTOBER

Cheltenham Winscombe26 - 10

80 - 15

MENS 1ST XV 



UPCOMING FIXTURES

MENS 1ST XV 

Click here to see more Mens 1st XV fixtures

DATE EVENT VENUEE

23rd October 2021 Chipping Sodbury vs 
Cheltenham Tigers Men’s XV Away

30th October 2021 Cheltenham Tigers Men’s XV vs Chosen Hill FP Newlands Park

6th November 2021 Cleve vs Cheltenham Tigers Men’s XV Away

20th November 2021 Cheltenham Tigers Men’s XV vs Clevedon Newlands Park

WOMENS 1ST XV 

Click here to see more Womens 1st XV fixtures

DATE EVENT VENUEE

16th October 2021 Cheltenham Tigers Women’s XV vs Kenilworth Newlands Park

23rd October 2021 Cheltenham Tigers Women’s XV vs Loughborough Newlands Park

30th October 2021 Lichfield vs Cheltenham Tigers Women’s XV Away

20th November
Cheltenham Tigers Women’s XV vs 

Firwood W’Loo
Newlands Park

MENS UNITED

Click here to see more Mens 2nd XV fixtures

DATE EVENT VENUEE

16th October 2021 Worcester II vs Cheltenham Tigers Men’s United Away

23rd October 2021 Painswick vs Cheltenham Tigers Men’s United Away

30th October 2021 Cheltenham Tigers Men’s United vs Stroud II Newlands Park

6th November 2021 Tewkesbury vs Cheltenham Tigers Men’s United Away

https://cheltenhamtigers.co.uk/teams/mens-rugby/mens-fixtures/
https://cheltenhamtigers.co.uk/teams/womens-rugby/womens-fixtures/
https://cheltenhamtigers.co.uk/teams/mens-rugby/mens-fixtures/


COME AND
JOIN US!



MARKETING + SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

BRONZE
PACKAGE
£1,000

• 6 STAFF MEMBERSHIPS
• SPONSORS LUNCH TABLE
• CHRISTMAS LUNCH TABLE
• TWICKENHAM TICKET OPTIONS

Take up one of our pitch side advertising boards and 
you’ll be exposed to literally 1000’s eyes every day. 
Choose from a 1 to 3 year contract. If needed we 
can design the board for you to ensure your brand 
reecieves maximum impact.

PITCH SIDE
SPONSORSHIP
FROM: £300

By sponsoring a player you’re creating a mutal rela-
tionship with that player, one I’m sure the player is 
sincerely grateful for.

SPONSORSHIP COVERS:
• Membership for you and player
• Player Insurance

PLAYER 
SPONSORSHIP
£250

Whether sponsoring a match or just the match ball, 
we guarantee you’ll enjoy your day out at the rugby.

SPONSORSHIP COVERS:
• Programme mention
• Online media mention
• Lunch for you and up to 9 colleagues and you’ll be 
looked after throughout your day

MATCH DAY
SPONSORSHIP
FROM: £250



AGP PITCH SIDE
ADVERTISING BOARDS

PITCH SIDE BOARDS

RENTAL COSTS (EXCLUDING VAT)

ARTWORK SPECIFICATION

PRINT COSTS

Dimensions

• Print ready artwork supplied  in vector PDF
• All text converted to outlines
• Scale 1:1
• No bleed or crop marks

2m board - 200cm x 75cm 
4m board - 400cm x 75cm 6
m board - 600cm x 75cm

SITE

A N/A

N/A

£300 £600 £800

£800 £1000

£900£700B

C

2M 4M 6M

2M BOARD

4M BOARD

6M TRIPLE BOARD

£79.70 + VAT

£159.40 + VAT

£239.10 + VAT

C

C

AB



We are absolutely delighted to welcome the Bifoldshop to the Tiger Family – the last 
18 months have caused fear, uncertainty and anxiety endured by all. This three year 
partnership marks the return to rugby for us specifically ; it is also a huge positive step 
for community and sport locally. 

Bifoldshop have been offering high quality glazing to homeowners for over 20 years 
nationally and are excited about working with the Tigers in their ‘hometown’. Rugby 
being an all weather sport, makes the Bifoldshop perfect partners as they are 
specialists at bringing the indoors; outdoors. We see this partnership as a major step 
forward for the club and our links with the community in supporting positive local 
business and employment.

NEW
SPONSOR

https://www.bifoldshop.co.uk/
https://www.bifoldshop.co.uk/


24
OCT

SUNDAY ROAST
Newlands Park
1PM

29
OCT

BURGER NIGHT
Newlands Park
7pm - 10pm

10
OCT

DOG SHOW
Newlands Park
2pm

7
NOV

BONFIRE NIGHT
Newlands Park

13
NOV

WOMEN’S DAY
Newlands Park
All Day

UPCOMING EVENTS

Click here to see more Upcoming Events

https://cheltenhamtigers.co.uk/events/


SATURDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 2021

THE TRIP INCLUDES TICKETS PRICED AT:

ENGLAND V
TONGA

• Return Coach Transfer from 
Newlands

• On-site coach parking at the 
Rosebine Coach Park (10 mins walk 
to the stadium)

• Full English Breakfast at Newlands 
before departure

Adults: £90.00
Under 15’s: £60.00
(all under 15’s must be accompanied by a 
parent or designated guardian)

We are delighted to be able to run a Mini and Youth trip to Twickenham for this game; 
we are able to provide reduced price kids category 2 tickets.

Click Here to Book Your Tickets

https://cheltenhamtigers.co.uk/product-category/Twickenham-Tickets/


TICKETS PRICED AT:

A PAWSOME
DAY OUT!



Cheltenham Tigers RFC has gone from 
Strength to Strength.
We have big plans for 2021-22 and we can't do it without you. We're so proud 
that local businesses and members of the community have helped us grow to 
become the club we are today. If you are keen to be a part of our journey, why 
not become a sponsor? 

Email: sponsors@cheltenhamtigers.com
Call: 07541 997442

Photo by Steve Taylor

https://twitter.com/cheltenhamrugby
https://www.instagram.com/cheltenhamrugby/
https://www.facebook.com/cheltenhamrfc/

